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The average annual cost to 
taxpayers for services used by 

chronically homeless individuals*

The average annual cost to 
taxpayers including housing 

and services for individuals in 
Permanent Supportive Housing*

AVERAGE ANNUAL SAVINGS for 
every man and woman that is taken 
off the streets and given a home in 

Permanent Supportive Housing*

$7,260

The number of residents who made a 
Trust apartment their home in 2012

In today's world, it is difficult not to feel 
bombarded by meaningless numbers. 
Below are more numbers. But these 
numbers represent an end to homelessness 
for so many people. They also show that 
doing the right thing is actually significantly 
less costly than doing nothing at all. This 
may sound cliche, but the numbers speak 
for themselves.

*Taken from Where We Sleep: The Costs of Housing and Homelessness in Los Angeles by the Economic Round Table 2010

Team Skid Row Housing Trust made its presence felt at United Way's HomeWalk 2012



We asked the experts - our residents, by 
surveying them about the most important 
amenities. Their feedback guided the 
plans of the Star Apartments.  This space 
will improve the local and downtown Los 
Angeles community by serving as a central 
community hub for hundreds of low-income 
individuals, the first of its kind.  

2012 was also marked by Skid Row 
Housing Trust’s acquisition of Piece by Piece: 
an innovative non-profit arts organization 
that transforms lives by teaching the art 
of creating beautiful mosaic work to Los 
Angeles' poorest and most under-served  
individuals and marketing the handcrafted 
items to benefit the artists.  

The Trust’s mission of “Homes. Support. 
Success.” aligns perfectly with Piece by 
Piece’s empowerment of low-income 
residents of Los Angeles.  Through Piece 
by Piece’s innovative micro-enterprise of 

Executive Director’s Corner

In the Trust’s twenty-three year history of building community and solving homelessness, 
2012 was a very special year that was highlighted with monumental accomplishments.   
We rang in 2012 with the Star Apartments’ 
ground breaking in January and will close 
2012 with the installation of its innovative 
and cost-effective modular pre-fabricated 
units in December.  

The Star will provide permanent 
supportive housing to 100 formerly 
homeless men and women, but will also 
help end homelessness using an additional 
unprecedented and unique approach: a 
17,000 square foot expanse of therapeutic 
and multi-purpose space.  

providing tools, marketable skills, and self-
confidence, we look forward to providing a 
wonderful opportunity for our residents to 

Dear Friends, 

continue to move beyond poverty, illness, 
and addiction.  Artist rendering of the Star community space
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The Star Apartments are reshaping Skid Row.



 The Los Angeles Downtown News called the New Genesis a 
“distinct evolution in the nonprofit’s model.”  For the Trust, the New 
Genesis Apartments is a project that has come full circle.  

The 30 SRO units of the old Genesis Hotel was the Trust’s first 
project in 1988, and like the project’s name, the New Genesis is a 
rebirth in how the Trust provides supportive housing and addresses 
the issue of homelessness.  

Our hardworking staff continues their unconditional 
commitment to providing supportive services to the residents of 
the Trust.  Our work is supplemented with exciting and inspirational 
events such as Tours, Community Suppers, Welcome Home Kit 
Building, Dish Depot, and our Annual Block Party produced by our 
Board of Directors, volunteers, residents, and staff.

As we reflect on 2012 during the holiday season, we must also 
cast our sights ahead to 2013.  The New Year will bring the Grand 
Opening of the Star Apartments and ground breaking for the New 
Pershing Apartments.  

At over 100 years old, the Pershing Hotel Apartments will be 
transformed from a single-room occupancy hotel into a state-of-the-
art residential building, preserving its historic facade while providing 
affordable rents and quality homes for future residents.  

In 2013, your support becomes all the more critical - your 
support is an investment in homes for our residents, an investment 
supporting our community, and an investment in continued success 
and accomplishments like the ones featured in this newsletter.  

We can make a difference in 2013, but we can only do it with our 
supporters like you.  Please take a moment to share the successes of 
our year in review. 

Wishing you very Happy Holidays,

Mike Alvidrez
Executive Director

 

In Construction
 

The building for the Star Apartments is beginning to 
take shape. Our Development team has put the project 
at 30% construction completion. With the concrete 
superstructure nearly complete, the individual pre-
fabricated apartment units will soon begin their journey 
to Los Angeles. 

The apartment units are scheduled to begin being 
craned into place in early December. The pre-fabricated 
apartments have been fully manufactured at the 
Guerdon Modular Buildings factory near Boise, Idaho. 

The Star Apartments were masterfully designed by 
Michael Maltzan Architecture (mmaltzan.com) and are 
scheduled to be ready for move-in late next year.

In Development

With the Las Americas Hotel Apartments internal upgrades 
now complete,  our eyes shift to the exterior. This past 
October, work began on a huge mural project on the west 
facing wall of the building. The Las Americas is located in 
the famous Downtown LA Arts District. Therefore, turning 
the older building into an icon, was a not a difficult decision.

The Trust contracted noted street artist 'Risk' to create 
something that reflects the residents diversity as well as the  
community it resides in. 

Moving on to the next building to receive the green 
treatment, the Simone Hotel Apartments. Unlike the Las 
Americas, the Simone is a newer building having been built 
from the ground up in 1992.

The upgrades will include new energy efficient lighting 
fixtures, a new ventilation system, new ceiling fans in the 
apartments and new water heaters. 

The Simone is home to 121 men and women. These 
upgrades (many of which will go unseen)  will make 
a significant difference in the level of comfort that 
residents experience. 

Development CornerThe beautifully 
designed New Genesis 
Apartments opened in 
October, providing 106 
permanent supportive 
housing units to low-
income residents and 
working artists in a 
mixed-use, mixed-income 
building. The ground 
floor commercial retail 
space will be occupied by 
new businesses that are 
welcome additions to the 
historic core's revitalization 
efforts for the community. The New Genesis Apartments
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Work on the Las Americas' iconic mural began in October



May 12
Mother's Day Event at the Rainbow

May 18
Welcome Home Kit Event

May 21
Parsons Design Student Ideas Day

May 29 
Carver Art Show

Jun 11
Brown Bag Luncheon

Jun 12
Pershing Hotel Apts Planning Mtg

Jun 14
ArtWalk at the SRHT Leasing Office

Jun 15
Father's Day Celebration at the Abbey

Jun 26
New Genesis Sneak Peek Event

Jul 12
Trust Company Picnic

Jul 12
ArtWalk at the SRHT Leasing Office

Jul 16
Thai Town Rotary Club Dinner

Jul 18
Community Supper

Aug 8
Westchester Rotary Club Luncheon

Jan 14
Shine Day - Welcome Home Kit Event

Jan 19 & 20
Slammin' Da Bones Domino Tournament

Jan 27
2012 Resident Ambassador Class Start

Mar 29
Downey Kiwanis Club Luncheon

Apr 10
Community Supper

Apr 11 & 12
Housing CA Conference

Apr 30
Council On Foundations Tour

The 2012 Year In Pictures
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Aug 9
ArtWalk at the SRHT Leasing Office

Aug 15
Culver City Rotary Club Luncheon

Aug 18
Welcome Home Kit Event 

Aug 20
Resident Design Group Begins

Aug 25
Welcome Home Kit Event

Sep 8 & 11
Dish Depot Volunteer Days

Sep 13
ArtWalk at the SRHT Leasing Office

Sep 14, 21 & 28
Dish Depot Days

Sep 20
"Jo!n In" Party and Raffle

Sep 28
SCANPH Conference

Oct 13 & 14
Piece By Piece - A Weekend Of Art

Oct 15
Brown Bag Luncheon

Oct 24
Community Supper

Oct 27
3rd Annual Block Party

Nov 8
ArtWalk at the SRHT Leasing Office

Nov 17
United Way's HomeWalk 2012

Dec 6
Trust Staff Holiday Celebration

Dec 11
Story Tellers Ambassador Gradua-

tion

Dec 13
ArtWalk at the SRHT Leasing Office

Dec 18
Star Apartments Media Luncheon

#29

#29

#16

#35

#19

#11

#35

CA State Senator Mark DeSalnier visited the Abbey 10/26/12
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Born and raised in suburban Los Angeles, his 
family made North Torrance their home. He 
has two brothers and a sister. 

“I had an average childhood – growing 
up in a middle class area. My parents were 
married,“ David says adding, “My mom 
worked nights and my dad worked the day. 
And so my father took care of us. He would 
send us off to school in the morning and he 
would make dinner when we got home. He 
did everything. We really didn’t see our mom 
that much.

After I graduated from North High, I 
spent 2 ½ years at El Camino College and 
about 3 years at Cal State Long Beach. I never 
graduated. I kept neglecting this biology 
lecture lab. I neglected it and neglected it. I 

Meet David Namhie, a resident of the Trust's Lincoln Hotel Apartments. He has 
called this his home since 2008. He was homeless for over 8 years before moving 
in to the Lincoln and struggled with addiction for more than 20 years. David's 
turnaround has been nothing short of remarkable.
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Becoming The Man He Used To Be

even started taking upper division courses, 
toward my masters – but I had to get special 
permission because I had not finished my 
bachelors degree.

 Originally I was going for my masters in 
political science. I wanted to apply to the CIA 
by studying languages and foreign affairs.” 
He added, “Then I changed it to criminal 
justice and I wanted to apply with the State 
Department or the Department of the 
Treasury – with the Secret Service. But my 
uncle – who was in the secret service said 
‘They are never going to hire you because 
you are gay.’"

His uncle’s words had a profound and 
lasting impact on David’s life.

“I wasn’t really happy being gay and I 

thought ‘my career is ruined now because of it.’

I started to do drugs and dropped out of 
life basically. My first drug was cocaine.

When I was studying Criminal Justice, I 
was a very promising student. I got outside 
contracts before I even graduated. I was 
doing security consulting and calling myself a 
Security Specialist.

I got a client who owned some bars and 
a laboratory. He was one of my first clients 
and he was a coke-head and also into some 
shady things.

My friend told me ‘Don’t refuse [the 
coke] because if you refuse – you won’t get 
the business.’ So I did it and I thought 
nothing of it. I didn’t realize how addictive 
something could be.

I started hanging with a pretty racy, 
questionable and fast crowd. I allowed myself 
to completely fall and become homeless, 
because I did not like the person I had become. 

I would not allow THAT person to 
be successful.

I hated myself – not only for doing 
drugs, but I hated myself for being gay, too.

Before long I was spending all of my 
paycheck on it. It was hard to keep up with 
rent, bills and drugs.”

Depression and drug-fueled manic 
states wreaked havoc on David’s life. He 
dropped out of school and gave up on his 
promising future in criminal law.

After years on the street - fending for 
himself, and existing as an outsider, he found 
a semi-permanent place to reside.

“I was living in an empty building. 
It was the Athletic Club in West 
Hollywood,” he recalls. “I was living 
there for three or four years.”

This did not sit well with the people who 
lived adjacent to the abandoned building.  
They made numerous attempts to get rid of 
him and the others who followed behind 
him. This was complicated though, because 
the property owner actually did not mind 
David being there.

David says, “[The owner] told me ‘I am 
not going to make a big deal of you being 
here, because of your heritage’. He let me live 
there because I am Arab also – Lebanese.”

The real trouble began when nearby 
residents accused David of making threats at them.

“The neighbors didn’t like me living 
there. They were paying a lot of rent and I 
wasn’t. They’d call the police on me. A couple 



David is all smiles, pictured here with Lincoln Hotel Apartments Manager Tara Pugh.

wrong with me. There was NO enjoyment in 
life, at all. I could not find ANY enjoyment in 
anything. All I wanted to do was – well, I 
thought about suicide, a lot,” he says.

“I would pray to god to let me die in 
my sleep. I’d wake up – and here I was – 
trapped here – with no prospects. Sure I 
wasn’t doing drugs anymore, but 
now what?!?”

After months of angst, David did make it 
through to the other side of this depression. 

When he did, he found his brother had a 
job for him. He has been working at that job 
now for nearly a year. Unfortunately, that will 
come to an end before the end of the year, as 
the business is being sold.

David knows that what the future holds 
is anyone’s guess. But he has several paths to 
choose from. Whether he goes back to school 
and gets his Masters degree, or gets certified 
to work as a personal trainer at a gym, or 
something completely unexpected comes his 
way, he now has the self-confidence to make 
it work. 

David has seen a lot in the first 50 years 
of his life.  So, no matter where tomorrow 
takes him - he is better prepared to greet it 
with a smile.
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David (middle) pictured with fellow Trust residents 
Michael, Noemi (Case Manager for the Lincoln), Carlos, 
Gerald and Steve at Magic Mountain in 2011.

of them said I threatened them and I was 
going to kill them and burn their houses 
down. I was arrested for criminal threats. I got 
a year in prison for that,” David laments.

David’s legal troubles continued after 
prison. Much of it was his own doing though, 
as he had arrests for shoplifting, petty theft 
and assault with a deadly weapon - for 
throwing an orange through someone’s window.

David said, “The judge in Beverly Hills 
got tired of seeing me in his courtroom for 
small things – he said ‘Mr. Namhie it is going 
to start getting tougher for you in here. I 
need to see you start doing something 
productive with your life.’"

After his third round of jail time, David 
was ready for something different. It was a 
visit to the offices of Being Alive in West 
Hollywood that changed things. 

Kevin, the Housing Specialist at Being 
Alive, recommended that David apply for 
housing with the Trust. 

“He said I should come here and I really 
respected him and liked him. He said ‘Dave, 
you’ve got to get a roof over your head. You 
can’t keep living this way.’ 

I said ‘why should I? I am just going to 
get thrown out, you know? I’m still a drug 
addict.’

He said ‘consider this like the first step in 
moving away from that. Maybe you will get 
used to having a roof over your head and you 
won’t have to be homeless.’"

David took Kevin’s sage advice and 
submitted the application. A few months 
later, he was approved and moved in to his 
new home at the Lincoln Hotel Apartments.

Even though David had a stable roof 
over his head, he still had to face down the 
debilitating addiction that landed him 
homeless.

His drug use went on for about a year 
– although he hated that he had a 
dependency on it. 

“I had been doing drugs for 20 years,” he 
says, adding, “Whenever I would smoke, I 
would light a candle and lay out my drugs 
and my paraphernalia and I would pray to 
god to please release me from my addiction. 
And one day when I was smoking and doing 
that, everything got really quiet in the room. 
And the sun was so bright that everything 
shined. 

There was such a stillness inside 
and I knew. I knew it was over. I knew 
it was done. 

And I tossed the drugs and I have not 
been back. It will be 3 years in January.”

Once the desire to use had left him, the 
physical effects of 20+ years of use caught up 
with him.  Severe depression and a profound 
sense of desperation filled his waking 
moments.

In some ways this was more 
traumatizing than the days when he was 
using. David withdrew from all activities that 
occurred outside his apartment. 

“I was trapped inside. That lasted several 
months. I just couldn’t understand what was 



The Trust solves homelessness by 

developing, managing and maintaining 

permanent supportive housing. The Trust 

provides HOMES for the most vulnerable 

homeless men and women on the streets. 

The Trust ensures that our residents have 

access to the critical SUPPORT services 

needed to achieve stability, good health, 

and dignity. The Trust ensures SUCCESS 

by reducing homelessness through 

opportunity for our residents and better 

neighborhoods for our communities.

Marc Hayutin
Curtis Hessler 
Patrick Spillane
David Armitage
Robert E. Carlson
Jennifer Caspar
Paul Gregerson
Adam Handler
Steve Hatter
Cheryl Hayward
Vivienne Lee
Dan Leibsohn
Elsa Luna
Bob Morse
Vanessa Rodriguez

Board of Directors

Skid Row Housing Trust’s philosophy is simple: 
Homes + Support = Success

Skid Row Housing Trust is a 501c(3) organization to which 
contributions are tax-deductible.
   
Skid Row Housing Trust 
1317 E. 7th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021  Tel  213.683.0522

skidrow.org and facebook.com/skidrowhousingtrust
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