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Meanwhile, after years of unsuccessfully trying 

to resolve their marital issues, John’s parents were 

divorced. When John was eight, his mother moved to 

Los Angeles and began dating a new man. 

The attacks on John continued during that 

time, as it was nearly a year before John finally moved 

in with his mother and her new boyfriend.  

"My mom rescued me from a situation where I 

had no control and people were abusing me.”

John was confused and conflicted, especially 

when it came to his grandmother. On one hand, she 

had been a loving mother figure to him for four years 

but on the flip side, she failed to protect him from 

the abuse happening under her own roof. 

The overwhelming sense of relief John felt 

when moving in with his mother and her boyfriend 

came with a whole new set of challenges. He did not 

get along with the new man in her life and the two 

frequently battled for his mother’s attention and 

affections.

When John was 15, his mother and her 

boyfriend were married and started a family of their 

own. Living conditions for John had deteriorated 

significantly. His bedroom was now fitted with 

“security” bars, trapping him inside. The alternative to 

being home was no better.

“I would have bad instances with my 

step-dad, so I would have to choose which was 

worse: staying with my drunk and abusive step-dad 

or going to my grandmother's and face the 

possibility of being molested again."

The stress and depression of his living 

conditions led John to seek relief in any way possible. 

He began experimenting with marijuana and alcohol, 

which actually helped John to cope and break free. 

Halfway through his senior year of high school, when 

he turned 18, John made a very difficult decision.

“I quit school and moved out on my own. I 

decided not to graduate because it would be easier 

and simpler for me to just leave and start my own life 

at that point.”

John was ready to move away from the chaos 

at home. He had a friend who was going to attend 

UC Berkley, so he and his friend went up to San 

Francisco together. 

John was not attending UC Berkley but was 

able to get by pretending to be a student. He got 

away with it for three full months before he was 

finally caught and forced to leave the campus. 

Undaunted, John pursued work and held 

several different jobs from working in a restaurant to 

The number of residents who made a 
Trust apartment their home in 2012

It is estimated that 40-50% of the nation's homeless struggle with a debilitating level of mental 
illness.  This is the inspiring story of one resident who has learned how to manage his illness, 
and find the life he always believed was possible for himself.

Meet John Bañuelos, a 41 year-old resident of 

the Trust’s New Carver Apartments and 

part-time Peer Advocate. 

John was raised as an only child in Waynesboro, 

PA. His father was a cook for the Army and his mother 

was a stay-at-home mom.

“I was a normal, free-spirited, happy kid before 

arriving in Los Angeles."

John’s parents were high school sweethearts 

before marrying but encountered difficulties later in  

their marriage. This resulted in John being sent to live 

with his grandmother in Los Angeles at the age of 

five.

“I think they were trying to work it out 

themselves. They thought that if I wasn’t there it 

might be easier,” he laments.

John was close with his mother and did not 

understand why he was sent to live in Los Angeles so 

abruptly. This is when he began to develop issues 

with isolation, trust and abandonment.  

“It seemed like I had lost everything that meant 

something to me. ”

The house in Los Angeles that John moved to 

was not only his grandmother’s, it was shared with a 

number of other family members.

“There were four uncles and one aunt in the 

home where I lived, twelve siblings total. It was 

very difficult.” 

None of the people in the house spoke English 

– the only language John knew, so he was forced to 

learn Spanish just to get by.

“My grandmother did her best to care for me and 

protect me. She became my second mother."

However, his grandmother's best efforts were 

not enough to prevent the unthinkable from 

happening while he was living there.

“I was molested by my uncle. By the time I was 

ten, I had been molested by three different family 

members."

For nearly three years the attacks continued 

which intensified his sense of isolation and translated 

into clinical depression and a life-long anxiety disorder.

THE TRUST NEWS

LEARNING HOW TO TRUST AGAIN

New Carver Apartments resident John Bañuelos is very much at home here, showing off the 
amazing view from the 6th floor deck.

Continued on Page 6.



The New Pershing Hotel Apartments - as they will appear when construction 
is complete in early 2015. The building was built in 1889 and stands as one of 
the oldest buildings in downtown.
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Notes from the Hearth
Dear Friends of the Trust,

Welcome to our Summer edition of the 
Trust News. We have taken time to revamp 
our look and content, which should make 
our news and special stories easier to read 
and share with others.  

The Trust moves at (near) lightning 
speed to plan, build and implement 
permanent supportive housing 

that addresses the 
significant issue of 
chronic homelessness in 
downtown Los Angeles. 

The first part of 2013 
was no exception: the Star 
Apartments are at 85% of 
construction completion, 
and with its iconic design 
comes a new partnership 
with the Los Angeles 
Department of Health 
Services and the new 
‘Housing For Health’ division. 
We are proud of this partnership and our 
shared goal: to improve the health outcomes 
for chronically homeless living on Skid Row 
through housing and easy access to first-rate 
medical care.  

We are also pleased to announce that 
construction is now in full swing at the 
New Pershing Hotel Apartments. The New 
Pershing will be completed in early 2015 
and will retain its beautiful historic façade, 
accompanied by 69 units of supportive 
housing and ground floor commercial space. 

I am also pleased to welcome three 

new senior members to the Trust’s Executive 
Team: Gigi Szabo, Deputy Executive Director, 
Jeanette Levin, Fund Development Director 
and Dana Trujillo, Housing Development 
Director.  We look forward to many 
future successes through their combined 
experience and fresh perspectives on our 
mission and work.     

Mike Alvidrez
Executive Director

As many of our readers know, non-profits face a constant struggle to sustain their 
mission and programs. My own passion for non-profit management and fundraising began 
while pursuing an MBA in Finance (a long time ago).  I was amazed by the nimble ability of 
non-profits to respond to shifting social issues while also economizing each dollar spent on 
solutions – an elusive goal for many businesses. 

In my first six months at the Trust, I have witnessed our team's innovative brilliance at 
creating beautiful homes and programs for homeless and formerly homeless men and women.

The magnitude of our work cannot continue without the help and generosity of donors. Every contribution makes a 
difference, and supports vital elements of new homes, mental health and case management services, and programs for recovery 
and improving physical health. 

If you would like to make a gift, go to www.skidrow.org - PayPal and credit cards are accepted. If you would like to learn 
more about our work and homes please feel free to call me at 213.683.0522 x189 or send an email to jeanette.levin@skidrow.org.

Jeanette Levin
Fund Development Director

Spotlight: Fund Development

Dana Trujillo (Housing Development Director) and 
Gigi Szabo (Deputy Executive Director) bring passion 
and talent to the Trust. Welcome aboard Ladies!

Each dollar that is donated to the Trust 
is  ‘stretched ’ to ensure clean and modern 
homes with a wide range of on-site supportive 
programs designed to nurture resident 
recovery through peaceful communities. 
When you add the passion of our dedicated 
staff, you have a solution for ending 
homelessness that reflects our shared vision 
for a 21st century Los Angeles where every 
person has a home.



The courtyard mural, designed by 
Risk, offers residents an opportunity 
to relax and smile.
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It is early in the season, but these organicly grown cucumbers (left) are ripe for 
picking, while the Jarrahdale pumpkin, jalopeño peppers and golden cherry 
tomatoes (right) are ready to be cooked and incorporated into a healthier 

lifestyle for the Las Americas' residents! 

Before

Today

Carolyn M. is new to the art of gardening, 
but she has become one of the gardens 
strongest advocates. 

Cultivating Community At The Las Americas
When the first planning session for the Las Americas’ garden/courtyard 

redesign got underway, the room was buzzing with excitement. That was 
nearly two years ago.

During that time, a total of three 
resident-based design meetings - led by 
the folks at Ur-Bin Gardeners and Allen 
Compton of SALT Landscape Architects 
have occurred. The result of those 
meetings is what the residents refer to 
as their "Oasis”.

The Oasis is a lush, vibrant and green 
organic garden & courtyard, bristling 
with everything from an array of 

peppers to majestic 6 foot tall corn stalks.
In fact, the entire courtyard has been redesigned for both 

style and function. Gone is the large area of hard packed dirt that 
covered most of the ground, as well as the concrete slab and a 
couple of the ficus trees. Also missing, the 20 foot cinderblock 
wall, sort of. Actually the wall is still there, but now a beautifully 
whimsical mural adorns it – thanks to the artist 'Risk'.

New in the courtyard garden are the bike racks (which 
are already getting lots of use), picnic tables and benches, a 
barbeque area, a composting bin, a bird feeder and bird bath 
(much to the delight of several dozen sparrows and finches), and 
a newfound sense of community and pride for the residents and 
staff of the Las Americas. 

 
As the Trust approaches its 25th year 

(2014), many of our original buildings – such as 
the Crescent, Hart, and Sanborn - that served 
as hallmarks of our original vision are now 
capturing our attention and efforts, once again. 

Leveraging our role as a steward of homes 
for the homeless, the Trust will commence 
a portfolio-wide upgrade to our signature 
buildings that includes improved security, cool 
air and energy-efficient options to reduce costs 
and improve sustainability.   

To help finance these improvements, the 
Trust will launch a donor and public awareness 
program in the coming winter. this campaign 
will allow our supporters to ‘adopt a building’ and 
improve the lives or our residents. 

Stay tuned – each building has a story, and our 
residents and staff look forward to sharing these 
with Trust supporters through the coming year.

Now that sunlight is able to make it 
to the ground, many residents are 
realizing the joy that comes with 
growing their own vegetables.

21st Century Upgrades

The Hart Hotel Apartment's residents can look forward 
to ceiling fans and other energy saving upgrades.

Energy efficiency and sustainability are the focus of 
this  round of upgrades. 



THE STAR WELLNESS CENTER AND DHS PARTNERSHIP

The Star Apartments will open in the fall of 2013, and represents the 
newest building in the Trust’s portfolio and quite possibly, a model for 
future housing throughout Los Angeles. The building’s beautiful design 
by Michael Maltzan Architecture allows for 15,000 sq. feet of open space 
that will comprise a basketball court, library, running track, community 
gardens, a workout room and art therapy space.  The building will house 
100 chronically homeless, high utilizers of public health systems, chosen in 
partnership with the LA Department of Health Services.

Like many non-profits, the Trust utilizes philanthropic donations as a 
way of generating revenue for costly services  - such as Case Managers, 
Transition Specialists and mental health professionals - to a very need-
intensive population.  However, recent cuts to public sector funding 
(both sequestration and overall government reductions) have resulted 
in a shortfall to critical programs that support the Trust’s solution for 
ending chronic homelessness.  

T R A N S FO R M AT I O N A L  P H I L A N T H R O PY

To address this shortfall, the Trust has launched a philanthropic 
Campaign for the Star that will bring donors, private foundations 
and corporations together in a long-term investment into the 
outcomes expected for Star residents. The Star’s unique and 
beautiful design allows for the dedication of named spaces – a 
way for our community to reflect their support and involvement in 
transforming the lives of homeless men and women on Skid Row. 

For every individual that the Trust houses, there is another who is 
still homeless, hungry and sick on Skid Row. The Star is the first building 
that our community can help sustain through direct donor involvement. 

Building beautiful, affordable homes with dedicated and caring 
support services will serve as a beacon to raise awareness of both 
the issue and real solution to ending homelessness in downtown 
Los Angeles.

Donate a Home at the Star 
While contributions of any amount are welcome, a donation of $200 

will help transform the Star Apartments and will be recognized through 
a beautifully designed donor tile on the Star’s lobby wall created by 
Piece by Piece, a nonprofit social enterprise arts organization (www.
piecebypiece.org).  

The Campaign for the Star will specifically support:

•	 Completion and furnishing of 100 studio apartments with  
 appliances, dishes and storage space

•	 The	Star	Wellness	Center,	a	2nd	floor	open	space
 encompassing a community garden, basketball court, 
 walking track, exercise room and art therapy space

•	 Transition	and	case	management	teams	who	will	guide		 	
 residents from living on the streets to living in new homes

•	 Access	to	ground	floor	medical	and	mental	health	care

•	 Community programs focused on the mind, body and spirit

Please help us in changing lives and opportunities for the better.

 If have questions about the Campaign for the Star, or to take a 
‘hard hat’ tour of the Star Apartments, please contact Jeanette Levin at 
(213) 683-0522 x189 (jeanette.levin@skidrow.org). 

If you would like to donate, visit www.skidrow.org. PayPal, debit 
cards and credit cards accepted.
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Here at the Trust we are very excited for the opening 
of our first Wellness Center! It will be located on the 
second floor deck of the Star Apartments.  We envision 

The Star Apartments basketball court will be a centralized place for residents and 
their guests to gather, shoot some hoops and develop an active healthy lifestyle.

CAMPAIGN FOR THE STAR

the Wellness Center as providing all Trust residents access 
to evidenced-based best practices in preventative care, 
nutrition, holistic health and exercise programs - including 

meditation and eastern medicine – that tie directly into the primary 
medical care provided through DHS at the downstairs clinic. 

Studies have shown that healing modalities dealing with a 
person’s mind, body and spirit – holistic health – have greater long 
term effects and reduce the need for medications.  

To this end, the Trust entered into a partnership with the Los 
Angeles Department of Health Services at the Star Apartments.

Our collaboration will center on understanding the complex 
health challenges of the homeless on Skid Row and the impact that 

housing can have on their long-term health. Together the Trust 
and DHS will work to house and heal 100 people identified as '10th 
decile': the ten percent of the homeless population in Los Angeles 
that accounts for over half of the homeless public health dollars 
spent annually.  

The Trust and DHS chose to partner together because of the 
Trust's success with identifying and housing the most vulnerable 
individuals on the streets of Skid Row and Dr. Mitch Katz's success 
in transforming San Francisco’s health care delivery system through 
establishing primary care medical homes.

DHS will also work on-site at the Star with a first floor primary 
care clinic that will serve as the health home to all Star residents, 
some additional Trust residents and community members at large.  
DHS will also maintain administrative offices for their Housing For 
Health division on the Star’s ground floor.
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The Gifts That Build Homes

 5 - Anonymous Donors
Mike Alvidrez and Diane Bumford 

Anthony and Eve Anderson 
David Armitage

Robert and Maureen Carlson 
Jennifer Caspar 

Chad and Christina Conwell 
William Delvac 

Hossein and Dalia Fateh 
Paul Gregerson
Carolyn Griffiths 

Rev. Richard C. Hall, Ph.D. 
Adam Handler 

Thomas and Amy Hanrahan
Steve Hatter 
Marc Hayutin 

Cheryl and Bob Hayward 
Curt Hessler

Michael Keeley 
Michael C. and Sharon S. Kelley 
Michael and Patricia Klowden 

Elsa Luna
George M. and Terisa C. Means 

Theodore N. and Donna Miller 
Robert and Gail Miller 

Robert Morse 
Wendy Munger and Leonard Gumport 

Jim Perley 
William Siart 
Paul Silvern 

Nicholas Stoller 
Sherman and Marjorie Telleen 

Robert and Carolyn Volk 
Theodore Von Der Ahe, Jr. Trust 

Robert and Diana Walker 
Joyce Zaitlin 

Each year the Trust recognizes our generous supporters and each gift helps us move closer to a day when men, women and children 
are no longer left on the street to be ignored. Thank you to our 2012 contributors for supporting a brighter future on Skid Row.

California Department of Housing and Community Development
California Tax Credit Allocation Committee

Community Development Commission of Los Angeles County
Community Redevelopment Agency of the City of Los Angeles

Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles
Housing Authority of the County of Los Angeles

Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health 
Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority

Los Angeles Housing Department
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

Crowell, Weedon & Co.
Deseret Industries 

Dreyfuss Construction
Enterprise Community Partners, Inc.

Federal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco
FPI Management, Inc. 
G.B. Construction, Inc.
The Green Foundation

Gubb & Barshay LLP
Heat & Frost Insulators

Heath Ceramics
Icon Builders

JM Greenfield & Associates
Kaiser Permanente

Killefer Flammang Architects
Koning Eizenberg Architecture

Jacob and Valeria Langeloth Foundation
Local Initiatives Support Corporation

Anonymous
AIA Los Angeles Chapter

Alj Tucc Preservation Partners 
     for Community Development LLC

Alston & Bird LLP
Arroyo Insurance Services 

Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Brooks + Scarpa Architects, Inc.

California Community Foundation
Capital Group Companies, Inc.

Carl and Roberta Deutsch Foundation
Century Housing Corporation

Christopher Street West
Citibank (West) FSB
Collaborative House

Community Bank
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation

Corporation for Supportive Housing

Lorcan O'Herlihy Architects
M  A  C AIDS Fund

McGraw-Hill Companies
N.I.C. Protection, Inc. 

NADAAA, Inc.
Nancy Lewis Associates, Inc.

National Equity Fund, Inc. 
NCB Capital Impact

Perla Eston/Olimpia Foundation
Sidley Austin LLP

SIGALA, Inc. 
Sleep E-Z Mattress Co.

S. Mark Taper Foundation
United Way Capital Region

United Way of Greater Los Angeles
United Way of Metropolitan Dallas

United Way, General Electric Campaign
Wells Fargo Bank

Government Partners

Foundations and Corporations
The Unbreakable Foundation That Keeps Us Rock-Steady

The Framework That Supports Our Vision

The Solid Roof That Shelters Us From Life's Storms

The Individual Donors Who Made In-Kind or Cash Donations Totaling $500 or More

. .

Trust Board Members
(100% Giving Participation)



office work. Unfortunately his increased use of 

marijuana and alcohol prevented him from gaining 

any traction.  

This unsettled period in John's life was 

compounded by the residual side effects from years 

of physical and sexual abuse. The lack of exposure to 

so-called 'normal' teenage activities left him in a 

repressed state. When his curiosity took him to San 

Francisco’s notorious Castro District – he began 

to explore his darker side.

It was during this period that John’s 

grandmother passed away. When he got the call he 

was understandably devastated. He was racked with 

guilt from not being there for his grandmother 

because of what his life had become.

John returned to Los Angeles determined to 

get some kind of career going. Once again, he 

maintained several different office jobs and even 

gave mortgage banking a try. 

Everything he had been doing to build a life for 

himself collapsed in 2002 when his mother was 

diagnosed with a rare aggressive form of cervical cancer.  

She needed surgery and chemotherapy immediately 

to survive. John made the decision to stay with and 

care for his mother during that time.

Unfortunately, two weeks into her recovery, 

John's mother passed away unexpectedly. The 

doctors overseeing her case were not aware that the 

cancer had spread to her lungs. John was by his 

mother’s side when she passed away, leaving him 

devastated, confused and angry.

“When my mom died, half of me died with 
her. I was a completely different person. After that I 
was emotionless. I was just dead. I had no anger, 
no sadness. I wanted to die with her.“

Severe depression and further isolation left 

John feeling absolutely hopeless. Suicidal thoughts 

began creeping into his mind.

"I had heard that drugs kill - and that’s what I 

wanted. So I started using - again.”

John was at the beginning of a two-year 

emotional breakdown. His apathy led him back to 

alcohol and he started using hard drugs for the first 

time. The drug use started socially but eventually 

became something he only did alone, allowing the 

depression and anxiety to flourish. 

“It wasn’t to have fun. It wasn’t a bridge to a 

sexual attachment or a bridge to feel love or a 

connection with someone. It was more that I was 

depressed and wanted to be by myself.”

In 2004, John’s conscience finally got the best 

of him. He realized he was on a path of self 

destruction. He was capable of so much more and 

was ready to build a life he could be proud of.

“Within two weeks I was in rehab and 

seeing a doctor. I just immersed myself in 

getting better. I needed 

to get okay with me.”

John has been 

drug-free ever since.  He 

continued his forward 

momentum after rehab, 

by getting a job in an 

ophthalmology office. 

He worked there for three 

years before the poor 

economy caused the 

office to close.

“I couldn’t find any 

work. I was getting worse 

- worse with my 

depression, worse with my anxiety until eventually it 

was hard to live. I had no money coming in. I was 

basically homeless. I was literally on my last couches. 

I had no general relief and I ended up on Skid Row 

for a few months.”

When John had finally run out of options, his 

luck changed for the better.  Robert Navarro, a 

Resident Services Coordinator for the Trust, saw John 

on the street and recognized him.

“Robert ended up being someone that I knew 

from my old high school."

Robert steered John to the Skid Row Housing 

Trust and assisted him with getting his application 

started for an apartment.  “I did everything they 

asked of me – probably three or four times. Because 

of my health and disabilities, I was able to get an 

apartment quicker. I also had my application for 

disability approved – which helped.”

In November of 2011, John moved into the New 

Carver Apartments. Two months later he was asked to 

participate in the Resident Ambassador Program. Even 

though his struggles with mental health were just 

beginning to be addressed, he realized that joining 

the program would help break the cycle of isolation 

that continued to plague him.

Since joining the program, John has truly 

embraced the role of Ambassador and community 

advocate. He has taken it further by becoming a Peer 

Advocate with the Hilton Foundation’s Prioritization 

Continued from Page 1.

Project. John is now 

proudly assisting new 

and soon-to-be residents 

with the transition from 

the streets to having a 

home of their own.

“I help people get 

into their homes. I help 

with resources. I help 

them with food, 

clothing, HIV issues. I 

think this is a great 

starting point for me. I 

found what I like to do, 

which is helping people. 
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGH PEER ADVOC AC Y
The Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, our Prioritization Project partner, is also responsible for the Peer Advocate 
Program. Currently there are two part-time Peer Advocates who work with both new and soon-to-be 
residents and came to us through the Prioritization Project. Anthony Haynes from the Abbey Apartments and 
John Bañuelos from the New Carver Apartments are the current Peer Advocate.

Anthony says, “Once they put in an application, I walk them through the whole process. Then once they move 
in, I let them know what it is going to be like. I recommend the groups, the services, the doctors and help 
them to see their case manager. It is such an inspiration to see them from day one.”

The program is overseen by Connie Wong, Program Manager for the Rainbow Apartments and Richy Myers, 
Transitional Housing Specialist. They work with both the Peer Advocates and the residents. 

Often, the new residents will need someone to accompany them to medical appointments or even the 
grocery store. Richy and Connie are there to assist as well as find the necessary resources for them to develop 
and maintain a functioning independent lifestyle.

Because of the great resident response to the program, the Trust is considering adopting a similar program to 
assist the residents who come to us from outside the Prioritization Project.

Anthony Haynes (left) and John Bañuelos (right) 
are advocates for resident success.

I think the best thing for me right now is when 

someone asks me for help. I'm able to ask them their 

name and get a response with a smile. For me, 
getting a smile from someone gives me a smile.”

When John was asked about what it was like to 

live in the iconic Michael Maltzan designed New 

Carver Apartments building, he replied, “Wow! This 
is my home. This is definitely MY home.”

John uses the Carver's striking courtyard as a 
place "to relax and gain some focus."

If your school, church or other community 
group would like to schedule a Resident 
Ambassador for a presentation on solving 
homelessness, contact Daniel Rizik-Baer, 
Community Relations Manager at 
213.683.0522 x137 or send an email to 
daniel@skidrow.org.



Patricia Aitken
John Bañuelos
Ginger Beatty
Karen Burton
Tina Castallaw
Marcus Christy
Linsley Clark
Robert Cox
Scot Davidson
Len Evans

Steve Hatter
Eric Havard
Brenda Hill

Lawrence Horn
Roy Lee Judd

Tracy Kennedy
LeVonna Lacy
Patricia Lewis
Paul Mitchell

Tony D Osborne
Laura Place

Dee Robinson
Vic Rodriguez

Frederick Smith
Muhammad Shabazz

Michael R Shelton
Dwight Simril
Olivia St. John

Rick Surwillo
Dante Townsend
Theresa Winkler

Our 2nd class of Resident Ambassadors graduated to a full house and a standing 
ovation last December. Pictured above from left to right are Executive Director 
Mike Alvidrez, Michael Shelton, Robert Cox, Lawrence Horn, Tony Osborne, 
Ambassador Program creator Molly Rysman , John Bañuelos, and Patricia Aitken.

The Resident Ambassador Program was initially conceived to address the gap 

that existed between external stakeholders, such as the media, local community 

and elected officials, and our residents. The Trust receives numerous requests from 

groups and the media for insights on resident living, such as 'What is it like to live 
in the New Carver?'

Our adept staff can only speculate about what it is like, but since they do not 

live in the buildings day to day, it is impossible to speak to the experience of being 

homeless and the transition into a permanent abode. As such, it became clear that 

the best way to answer our stakeholders was to help our residents find their voice. 

The Ambassador Program provides monthly training to residents on 

storytelling and public communication. Since launching the program, we have 

proudly graduated 18 Ambassadors. We have watched some of the program 

members blossom into staunch community advocates, while others have been 

empowered by simply finding their own voice. And one of them, Steve Hatter, 

has even gone on to become the first resident member of our Board of Directors. 

What the participants get out of the program is up to them. We have heard 

from many of them that they feel a new personal confidence along with a deeper 

connection to their community.

In December, the program marked another milestone as our second 
class of Resident Ambassadors celebrated their graduation at the 2nd 
Annual Storytellers event at the Last Bookstore in Downtown LA.

As we get ready to begin the process of recruiting a new class of Ambassadors, 

it seems fitting that we take a moment to say thank you to the first two classes of 

Resident Ambassador Program participants. They have helped shape government 

policy by sharing their stories everywhere from building tours to the halls of the 

state assembly. And when their neighbors need help or have a question about 

something, they are there to help their fellow residents too.

For everything they have done and the countless lives that they have touched 

(including the staff), we say THANK YOU for reminding us that our work needs to 
be purpose driven and executed with passion every day.

They Are Not Just Resident Ambassadors, They Are Voices For Change

Paul's art defied conventional 
expectations. As an example, 
the piece pictured is painted 
on the back side of the canvas.

REMEMBERING PAUL MITCHELL AND VIC RODRIGUEZ

Paul Mitchell

Vic was passionate about 
his Latino ancestry and his 
art (pictured above) was a 
reflection of that.

Vic Rodriguez

Paul and Vic were both invited to join the BluDot 'Do Good Design' event, 
which brought together top architects and designers to discuss how good 
design can positively affect peoples lives.

It is with a heavy heart and a great deal of sadness that we announce 
the passing of Vic Rodriguez and Paul Mitchell - both of whom were 
graduates of the Resident Ambassador Program's inaugural Class of 2011.

Vic Rodriguez passed away on January 22, 2013 of complications from his 
multi-year battle with liver disease. He patiently waited for a transplant 
that sadly, never materialized. 

Paul Mitchell passed away on April 15, 2013 of an apparent heart attack, 
after a bike ride left him feeling light headed and dizzy. He stopped at a 
bus stop to catch his breath and collapsed.

Vic and Paul were both strong advocates for political change. Their voices 
were heard collectively by thousands of people. The contributions they 
made through public advocacy will continue to benefit the residents of 
Skid Row for years to come.
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Skid Row Housing Trust solves homelessness 

by providing permanent supportive housing. 

The Trust provides HOMES for people who 

have experienced homelessness, prolonged 

extreme poverty, poor health, disabilities, 

mental illness and/or addiction. The Trust 

provides critical SUPPORT services for our 

residents to lead safe, stable lives in wellness. 

The Trust ensures SUCCESS by reducing 

homelessness through opportunities for our 

residents and better neighborhoods for

our communities.

Marc Hayutin
Chair

Curtis Hessler
Secretary

Patrick Spillane
Treasurer

David Armitage
Robert E. Carlson
Jennifer Caspar
Paul Gregerson
Adam Handler
Steve Hatter
Cheryl Hayward
Vivienne Lee
Dan Leibsohn
Elsa Luna
Bob Morse
Vanessa Rodriguez

Board of Directors

Skid Row Housing Trust’s philosophy is simple: 
Homes + Support = Success

Skid Row Housing Trust is a 501c(3) 
organization to which contributions are 
tax-deductible.
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•	 A New Model Of Housing For Health At The Star

•	 John Bañuelos - A Peer Advocate With A Purpose

•	 A Letter From Our Executive Director

•	 Cultivating A Brighter Future At The Las Americas

•	 Paul Mitchell & Vic Rodriguez Remembered

•	 It's Time To Say THANK YOU

Skid Row Housing Trust 
1317 E. 7th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021 
Tel  213.683.0522

www.skidrow.org and facebook.com/skidrowhousingtrust


